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as at first. The reason of which, they say, is that in dyeing the
purple they made use of honey, and of white oil in the white tinc-
ture, both which after the like space of time preserve the clearness
and brightness of their luster. Dinon also relates that the Persian
kings had water fetched from the Nile and the Danube, which they
laid up in their treasuries as a sort of testimony of the greatness of
their power and universal empire.
The entrance into Persia was through a most difficult country, and
was guarded by the noblest of the Persians, Darius himself having
escaped further, Alexander, however, chanced to find a guide in
exact correspondence with what the Pythia had foretold when he
was a child, that a lycus should conduct him into Persia. For by
such an one, whose father was a Lycian, and his mother a Persian,
and who spoke both languages, he was now led into the country, by
a way something about, yet without fetching any considerable com-
pass. Here a great many of the prisoners were put to the sword, ol
which himself gives this account, that he commanded them to be
killed an the belief that it would be for his advantage. Nor was the
money found here less, he says, than at Susa, besides other movables
and treasure, as much as ten thousand pair of mules and five thousand
camels could carry away. Amongst other things he happened to ob-
serve a large statue of Xerxes thrown carelessly down in the ground
In the confusion made by the multitude of soldiers pressing into the
palace. He stood still, and accosting- it as if it had been alive, "Shall
we," said he, "neglectfully pass thee by, now thou art prostrate on
the ground because thou once invadedst Greece, or shall we erect tnee
again in consideration of the greatness of thy mind and thy other
virtues ?" But at last, after he had paused some time, and silently
considered with himself, he went on without taking any further
notice of it. In this place he took up his winter quarters, and stayed
four months to refresh his soldiers. It is related that the first time
he sat on the royal throne ,of Persia under the canopy of gold,
Demaratus the Corinthian, who was much attached to him and had
been one of his father's friends, wept, in an old man's manner, and
deplored the misfortune of those Greeks whom death had deprived
of the satisfaction of seeing Alexander seated on the throne of
Darius.
From hence designing to march against Darius, before he set out
he diverted himself with his officers at an entertainment of drink-
ing and other pastimes, and indulged so far as to let every one's
mistress sit by and' drink with them. The most celebrated of them
was Thais, an Athenian, a mistress of Ptolemy, who was afterwards
King of Egypt. She, partly as a sort of well-turned compliment to
Alexander, partly out of sport, as the drinking went on, at last was
carried so far as to utter a saying, not misbecoming her native country's